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Babasahep Dr. B. R. Ambedkar, himself
a dalit, made efforts to transform the hierarchical
Structures of Indian society for the refurbishment
rights and Justice to all by building up
a review from within the society. He tried to
seek the solution to this constant problem of
the Indian society not by making appeals but by
seeking transformation in the socio-religious
and politico-economic structures of the Indian
society by continuous and relentless struggle
against the exploitative system. He was on of
the best legal minds produced by modern India.
He contributed in framing of "The Indian

Constitution" and was thus, called "The Father

of the Indian Constitution”, He was a voracious
reader. He was preached by his own example
that the worth, not the birth, shapes the life of
an individual in the country. Before he entered
in, he was fully equipped with the thought of
democracy, equality and fraternity. His study in

hgland fi ' him Social system
om social and political

.
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016
eatch J‘autnal ’ -3
to the Negroes. In India, he foyng tha

untouchables did not have such freedf’ms_
Ideclogy and works of three great reformey,
Kabir, Jyotia and Pholley had also pyt , long
lasting impact on the ideo!ogY of Ambedkgr, He
was the first man who inspired the downtrodgg,
and inspired them to fight agam'st Bf?hminism_
He worked a lot for the economic upliftment of
R He was deeply influenced by tp,
teachings of Buddha, which gave him menta|
and metaphysical satisfaction and showed hjn,
the way. He was influenced by the three
principles of Buddhism namely right knowledge,
Karuna and Sama or equality. In Buddhism,
pragmatism is an attitude of habit, thought an
a forward-looking philosophy of hope and
Promise. The spirit of pragmatism is the spirit
of youthadventure and experiment. In the light
of above influence his social philosophy was
based on principles of liberty, equality and
fraternity. His message to his followers was "
Educate!l!, Organize!l |, Agitate!ll",

Speaking in the constitue nt Assembly, he
said that in this country both the minorities and
the majority have followed 3 wrong path. It is
wrong for the majority to deny the existence of
minorities. It is equally wrong for the minorities
to perpetuate themselves. A solution must be
found which will serve a double purpose,

- To proclaim & to bring to light the
humiliations suffered by the untouchables and
t‘é*-fl’%l'l‘t‘fﬁfpr equal rights, a Periodical called

31Jan 1920 to champion the cause of depressed
classes, 'ﬁfnb‘eﬂkéfﬂ'sﬁ@d this journal to criticize
“orthodox Hindu Politicians ang a professed
unwillingness of the Indian Political community

¥ iﬁﬂﬁﬁtcaﬂe discrimination. Ambedkar felt that

the untouchables had lost their individuality for
centuries; it was impossible to wake up such
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DR. B.R. AMBEDKAR: THE PIONEER OF SOCIAL DEMOCRACY

'Dr. Anjna Malhotry
Baba Sahib Bhim Rao Ambedkar was a tireless visionary. huma.nita.rian. constitutionalist and
a messiah for the masses. He was an ardent champion of Justice, equality, liberty and
fraternity and tried to integrate people belonging 10 _dlfferent sections of the society. He
espoused the view  that social democracy is indispensable for political democracy.
Distributive justice and human dignity are also essential for democracy in any state. Dr,
Ambedkar made supreme sacrifices for the downtrodden anfi the oppressed people of our
country. Karl Marx, Sant Kabir, Gautam Budha and. Jyotibhai Phulle had a great bearing on
his personality, social philosophy and outlook on _llfe. He was a firm l?ellever in taking to
fruition all the unaccomplished work of Jyotibhai Phulle. The revolutionary aspect of the
western culture and the growth systems that they adopted also impacted his penchant for
liberty, equality and fraternity.

He believed that these principles should be the foundation of the India of future. He was also
profoundly influenced by the humanistic and egalitarian philosophy propounded by
Buddhism. He firmly believed that Buddhsm was a better option for the untouchables of
India vis-a-vis Marxism. He was well versed with all the major developments as regards
fundamental human rights and human values on the global scale. He was realistic in his
approach, while firmly taking hold of all the humanistic ideals. This very fact elevated him
far above than most of the leaders of the time and gave him an inimitable place in society. He
became a significant social reformer and a major activist of his time thanks to his
multifacetedness, clarity of concepts and inspiring accomplishments.

The French Revolution of 1789 proved to be a major source of inspiration for Dr. Ambedkar
as he fought tooth and nail against caste discrimination and injustice, which are the burning
problems of our society even today. He avowed the opinion that the Constituent Assembly of
our country should not settle for mere political democracy. On the other hand, we should
strive for turning our political democracy into social democracy. Without social democracy
atb the core, political democracy will be rendered ornamental and ineffective.

Now, what do we mean by social democracy? To put it simply, it means that the values of
liberty, equality, and fraternity should be deemed as fundamental life values in our daily lives.
lﬂ@&m&mﬁe values of liberty, equality, and fraternity are the very bedrock on which the
e of a just society can be erected. Raphael asserts that all political philosophy rests on
amental tenets of liberty and justice. According to Raphael (1986: 68). justice is the
ntal idea of social values and what binds a society together.

It lds pf':r.tlxnle:rl;:= to note here that Dr. Ambedkar always differentiated between political liberty
z;nm bi:!:arl rtyth Freedom of speech, freedom of movement, and freedom of action. for
that civil ’li?areert. e three fundamental tenets of civil liberty. However, it is sad to note here
e ies hare often ignored in practice, despite being gua;'anteed by the Indian
i wheré i Is the duty of the state to protect these civil rights especially in the case ©

ese rights are often played with and encroached upon B
F(ax:l Marx talked about objective and moral conditions :
!ndmdual in addition to his/her personal distinctiver;
important to note that external conditions had a maj
personality as he was subject t discrimination from l'II

Wwhich shape the personality of 3"
ess. Seen in this perspective, it is
or role in shaping Dr. Ambedkar>
is childhood. He belonged t Mahar
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